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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE TURBAY VISIT TO U.S. AND REQUEST TO 
SEE PRESIDENT CARTER 

1 . COLOMBIA DESK OFFICER COX RECEIVED TELEPHONE CALL ON 
MARCH 20 FROM A DR. CIRO MONTANEZ, WHO SAID HE IS MEDICAL 
DOCTOR PRACTICING IN WASHINGTON D.C. AREA AND THAT HE HAD 
BEEN ASKED BY LIBERAL PARTY PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE JULIO 
CESAR TURBAY TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING LOW-KEY INQUIRY IN 
WASHINGTON: TURBAY IS SAID TO BE THINKING OF A TRIP TO 

THE U.S. PRIOR TO THE JUNE 4 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. HE 
WOULD VISIT WASHINGTON, NEW YORK, AND POSSIBLY CHICAGO AND 
MEET WITH COLOMBIAN OFFICIALS AND PRIVATE CITIZENS, AND 
POSSIBLY WITH U.S. BUSINESS CIRCLES WITH INTERESTS IN 
COLOMBIA. HE ASKED IF IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE FOR TURBAY TO 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 078068 

MEET BRIEFLY WITH PRESIDENT CARTER DURING THE VISIT. 

2. COX SAID THAT OF COURSE TURBAY IS WELCOME TO MAKE A 
PRIVATE VISIT TO THE U.S., AND THAT THE USG WOULD HELP 
OUT AS IT FEASIBLY COULD. COX SAID QUESTION OF A POSSIBLE 
MEETING WITH PRESIDENT CARTER WOULD OBVIOUSLY HAVE TO BE 
REFERRED TO HIGHER AUTHORITIES, AND THAT ONE QUESTION 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


WHICH WOULD HAVE TO BE ADDRESSED BEFOREHAND WOULD BE 
WHETHER A TURBAY MEETING WITH PRESIDENT CARTER WOULD BE 

CONSIDERED AS U.S. INTERFERENCE IN THE ELECTORAL PROCESS 
IN COLOMBIA. MONTANEZ DISMISSED SUCH A CONSID- 
ERATION BY SAYING THAT TURBAY IS GOING TO WIN BY A 
LANDSLIDE IN THE JUNE ELECTION, SO THAT THERE WOULD 
(ALLEGEDLY) BE NO PROBLEM IN THAT REGARD. 

3. FYI. AS A MATTER OF POLICY THE PRESIDENT DOES NOT 
RECEIVE OPPOSITION LEADERS OR CANDIDATES FOR POLITICAL 
OFFICE. FURTHER, THE PRESIDENT S BUSY SCHEDULE WOULD 
NOT PERMIT SUCH A MEETING. IN ADDITION, WE BELIEVE THAT 
A PRESIDENTIAL MEETING WITH TURBAY BEFORE THE ELECTIONS 
WOULD INDEED BE INTERPRETED IN COLOMBIA AS INTERFERENCE 
IN COLOMBIAN POLITICS, AND WE WOULD NOT RECOMMEND IT. 

4. COX INFORMED AMBASSADOR BARCO ABOUT THE CALL FROM 
MONTANEZ ON MARCH 21 . BARCO SAID MONTANEZ IS A CLOSE 
PERSONAL FRIEND OF TURBAY, AND WAS TURBAY'S PERSONAL 
PHYSICIAN WHEN THE LATTER SERVED AS AMBASSADOR TO THE U.S. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: EVEN THOUGH THE WHITE HOUSE WOULD 
NOT RECEIVE TURBAY, DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S 
COMMENTS ON THIS APPROACH BY MONTANEZ, AND ANY RECOMMEN- 
DATIONS EMBASSY MAY HAVE REGARDING POSSIBILITY OF MEETING 
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BETWEEN TURBAY AND SENIOR DEPARTMENT OFFICERS AND NSC 
REPRESENTATIVE. VANCE 
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